
COLLEGE 101
Tidbits - Let’s get started!



Get Connected with the Mac College and Career 
Center!

● Follow me on Instagram @maccollegecareer
● Keep up with Naviance announcements
● Encourage on-site college site visits. VERY OFTEN, these 

people review applicants
● Attend TACRAO College Fair and other virtual visits 
● Tour schools when and where you can



General Tips

● Make an email account for the college process (NOT AISD and NOT a silly 
one!!!)

● Keep track of usernames and passwords you are sent
● Keep a running Google doc of honors, activities, volunteer work, etc.
● Send the essay even if optional and even with assured admission
● Take the SAT and/or ACT tests at least one time (merit aid is tied to test 

scores UNLESS school is test-optional) BUT be mindful of when to report
● Attend college site visits on the McCallum campus



Naviance Set-Up

● https://student.naviance.com/mccallumhs
● Click on “sign in with Clever” 
● Update your email address (Do not use AISD email)

○ About me > My Account > Edit and then make the email be the same 
one as your Common App AND ApplyTexas

○ Update and be sure parent email is correct as well

https://student.naviance.com/mccallumhs


Adding Colleges in Naviance

● Add colleges to “Colleges I’m Applying to” on the homepage. Click on + 
sign and type college name.

● Choose application type (Early Decision, Early Action, Regular, etc)
○ Early Decision is Binding! Be careful and thoughtful in choosing this route.

● Choose the WAY you are applying
○ Direct to Institution is ApplyTexas or an institution’s direct application
○ Common App includes Coalition & requires everything (transcripts, rec letters, and school 

profile)
● Request transcript when you add schools IF your list is final



Resume Tips (Keep a running list)

● Make a list first - Advanced courses taken
● GPA and rank
● Work experience
● School Activities/Offices held
● Honors & Awards
● Community Service 

***BRAG and EXAGGERATE but DON’T LIE :)



Application sites

APPLY TEXAS 
HTTPS://GOAPPLYTEXAS.ORG

● All Texas public colleges 
● Recommendations only required 

for private schools. If you are not 
assured admission, ask a teacher 
or counselor for a letter.

● Application NOT evaluated until 
all REQUIRED parts are received.

COMMON APPLICATION/COALITION

www.commonapp.org

● Most schools across the nation
● Private TX schools
● Connected directly with 

Naviance



Most students get 
accepted to most 
colleges.  People tend to 
focus on the same 50 
highly rejective colleges 
with single digit percent 
acceptance rates.



What are schools looking at and in what order?

● RIGOR of transcript AND successful completion
● Involvement and commitment to it

○ All four years, leadership roles, etc.
○ Passion in a particular area (ex: Austin Pets Alive)

● Character
○ Letters of recommendation
○ Essay

● Scores (never the tipping point)





TEST OPTIONAL

IT’S TRUE.  TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS!  
Directly from the mouth of two different college 
advisors this week, “Test scores will have no 
impact on admissions beyond merit aid.”



Assured Admissions - Due to test optional, colleges 
will not require scores/HOLISTIC REVIEW

Texas Tech:



University of Houston



University of Arkansas

● New Arkansan Non-Resident Tuition Award
●



University of Texas at San Antonio

Bold Promise Free Tuition

● All expenses paid
● Top 25%
● Submit application and FAFSA before January 15
● Family income up to $50,500



University of Arizona 

● Arizona Tuition Award - Merit Based/up to $35,000 per academic year 
and renewable

● Based upon UNWEIGHTED GPAs,

4.0 GPA = $35,000

3.5 GPA = $12,500

3.0 GPA = $2,500



Have a question?


